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AMERICAN  PRISON  ASSOCIATION. 
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REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  PRISON  DISCIPLINE. 

GEORGE  W.  BENHAM,  CHAIRMAN,  AUBURN,  NEW  YORK,  1910. 

The  subject  of  Prison  Discipline  is  one  which,  for  many  years 
has  received  the  attention  of  the  penological  experts  of  not  only 
this  country,  hut  of  the  whole  world.  The  fact  that  its  consid- 
eration has  extended  over  a  period  of  time,  the  beginning  of 
which  we  would  not  undertake  to  fix,  and  during  which  many 
able  advocates  of  various  theories  have  written  and  spoken, 
renders  it  extremely  difficult  in  a  present-day  discussion,  to 
escape  a  repetition  of  many  deductions  and  recommendations. 
At  the  outset  we  desire  to  disclaim  originality  in  many  of  the 
features  of  this  report,  and  will  simply  make  some  suggestions 
which  we  regard  as  important  to  the  promotion  of  prison  dis- 
cipline, in  the  hope  that  we  may  be  of  some  assistance  to  those 
who  are  interested  in  the  care  of  the  unfortunate  placed  in  our 
charge. 

In  ancient  times  the  accepted  idea  of  the  object  of  imprison- 
ment was  punishment  and  revenge,  yet  there  were  even  then 
advocates  of  a  plan  which  would  produce  the  results  sought  at 
the  present  time.  We  read  that  Pope  Clement  XI  erected,  in 
1704,  the  prison  of  St.  Michael  for  boys  and  youths,  the  system 
of  management  being  silent  association  in  labor  by  day  and 
separation  in  cells  at  night.  In  various  places  upon  its  walls 
there  appeared  the  following  inscription:  "It  is  of  little  use 
to  restrain  criminals  by  punishment  unless  you  reform  them  by 
training,"  and  in  subsequent  years  we  find  abundant  evidence 
that  many  of  the  penological  experts  of  ancient  times  had  in 
view  the  same  route  to  the  prisoner's  reformation  that  is  ac- 
cepted today.  The  earlier  methods  of  producing  that  which  we 
are  now  striving  for,  were  more  severe  and  revolting,  and,  as  we 
think,  less  effective  in  accomplishing  the  desired  end.     The  in- 
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JUVENILE  IDLENESS  AND  VAGABONDAGE. 

BY  EMMA  DE  DESSEWFPY. 

It  is  certain  that  most  juvenile  criminals  take  their  first 
steps  toward  crime  by  vagabond  ways,  rather  than  by  abandon- 
ment. One  reason  that  they  fall  into  such  ways  is  that  the 
schoolhouses  are  so  far  from  home  that  they  are  led  astray  by 
bad  companions.  This  could  be  prevented  by  having  less  pre- 
tentious school  buildings  with  their  great  crowds  of  children.  The 
cottage  system  has  been  decided  to  be  best  for  many  institutions, 
why  not  for  schools?  If  the  question  were  carefully  studied  I 
feel  sure  that  the  extra  expense  for  having  small  schools  scat- 
tered among  the  people,  would  not  be  so  great  as  the  expense 
entailed  on  the  state  by  the  care  of  the  vagabonds  and  crim- 
inals who,  as  the  result  of  having  to  go  to  schools  so  far  from 
home,  are  subjected  to  the  temptation  to  truancy,  and  to  pilfer- 
ing fruits,  and  other  things  from  stands  and  stalls,  and  later  of 
taking  things  of  more  value.  To  the  expense  of  caring  for  them 
as  juvenile  criminals  should  also  be  added  hospital  care,  for 
many  are  ruined  physically  as  well  as  morally. 

Another  prevention  connected  with  the  schools  would  be 
moral  instruction  in  them.  At  present  there  is  too  much  attempt 
to  win  prizes  for  high  rank. and  too  little  attention  is  paid  to 
fitting  the  children  for  the  great  conflicts  in  life.  Too  little  is 
done  to  give  them  a  love  of  honest  toil.  They  should  learn  to 
love  their  vocations  and  to  believe  that  a  life  of  honest  and  use- 
ful industry  is  an  honorable  life.  Children  are  apt  to  despise 
serious  work  and  to  look  down  on  those  who  do  it.  I  have  seen 
more  than  one  street  boy  pay  a  comrade  to  black  his  shoes  or 
carry  a  bundle  for  him  because  he  thought  it  was  beneath  him 
to  do  these  things  for  himself. 

As  children  are  often  taught  to  be  dishonest  by  adults,  there 
should  be  severe  laws  against  any  one  who  leads  any  child  or 
young  person  into  crime.  So  long  as  the  purveyors  of  vice  can 
escape  by  the  payment  of  a  fine  or  a  brief  imprisonment  they  are 
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SIXTY-FOURTH  ANNUAL   CONGRESS  ^    VW^S") 


HOUSTON,   TEXAS  ^~1  A 

SJHrTEMBER  17th  to  21st,   1954  ^1/ 

PJ^XIMIHAPY  ANNOUNCEMENT 

Friends  and  Members   of  the  Amerioan  Prison  Association,* 

Coma  to  Houston,  the  Metropolis  of  South  Texas!         Our  friends 
in  Texas,   under  the   leadership   of  Mr.  W.  A.   Paddock,   Chairman  of  the  Texas 
Prison  Board,   are. busily  at  work  making  plans   for  the  coming  Congress,   and  your 
Executive  and  Program  Committees  ara  likewise  active  in  an  effort  to  make  the 
Texas  meeting  one  that  will  not  soon  be  forgotten. 

Combine  the   Congress    dates  with  your  vacation.  Houston  is 

an  attractive  year  round  city.      It  would  be  hard  to  define  that   character  which 
sets   Houston  apart   among  the   cities   of  Texas.      It   is   a   consummation  of  many 
things,    small  and  great.     The   ■■.ssociation  of  an  historic   past;      the  memory  of 
the  spacious   days    of  the  old  South;      the   energy  of  men  and  women  who   do  what 
they  set   out  to  do.     Houston  has   a  flavor   of  its    own,    and  all  who  taste  it 
return  for  more.      So  make  your  plans  to   include  a  pleasurable  and  unusual 
vacation  -  boating,    fishing,    golf,   beautiful   drives,  bathing,   horseback  riding., 
tennis    ~   in  short    every  form  of  desirable   recreation  in  a  peaceful,   healthful, 
all-embracing  atmosphere. 

CONGRESS   DATES 
The  month  and  dates   -  September  17th  to   21st,    -  were   decided 
upon  after  a   careful  consideration  of  all  factors,    local  and   nation-wide. 

CONGRESS  HEADQUARTERS 
The  Rice  Hotel  has  been  selected  as   the   place  for   our  meet- 
ings.     It   is   a  three  million  dollar   structure,  with  accommodations   for   1,500 
guests,   and   is    considered  one   of  the   finest  and  most   completely   equipped  hotels 

in  the  South.      The  management  is    enthusiastic  at   our  coming,   and  most  anxious   to 
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